
 
 

What Do You Choose? 
By Jim Hill, May 31, 2020 

 
 In this morning’s first scripture reading Moses had come to the end of his 
life and he is speaking to his people and preparing them for entrance into the 
Promised Land. In this, his farewell address, he challenges them to choose 
God’s offer of life. 
 "But the word is very near you, in your mouth and in your heart, that you 
may observe it. See, I have set before you today life and prosperity, and death 
and adversity; in that I command you today to love the Lord your God, to walk in 
His ways and to keep His commandments and His statutes and His judgments, 
that you may live and multiply, and that the Lord your God may bless you in the 
land where you are entering to possess it.  But if your heart turns away and you 
will not obey, but are drawn away and worship other gods and serve them, I 
declare to you today that you shall surely perish. You will not prolong your days 
in the land where you are crossing the Jordan to enter and possess it. I call 
heaven and earth to witness against you today, that I have set before you, life 
and death, the blessing and the curse. So choose life in order that you may live, 
you and your descendants, by loving the Lord your God, by obeying His voice, 
and by holding fast to Him; for this is your life and the length of your days, that 
you may live in the land which the Lord swore to your fathers, to Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob, to give them." (Deuteronomy 30:14-20) 
 Each day we make choices. Some are meaningless; what shall we eat? 
Wear? Buy? What team shall we support? What shirt, pants or shoes should we 
put on? Meaningless. Other choices have long term impact on our lives. Will we 
study in school and prepare for the future? What career path should we take? 
Who will we marry? Where will we live? Important choices. We also face choices 
between right and wrong. Two young people choose to have sex and the girl 
becomes pregnant leading to the choice of whether or not to have an abortion; a 
choice affecting the rest of life. Finally, we make important choices that impact 
our present and future lives. That choice is whether to struggle to live according 
to the teachings of Jesus Christ or to reject them.  
 In Moses farewell address, he challenges his people, and us, to accept 
God’s offer of life. He offers a choice between life and good, and death and evil. 
Some people choose life. They choose to love God by struggling to keep His 
word and follow His path. In doing so they are promised a blessed, full, 
abundant, meaningful and fruitful life.  Other people choose to turn from God, 
rebel and disobey and worship themselves and other gods. This leads to dull 
unfulfilled lives and possibility the darkness of depression, drug abuse, or 
suicide.   
 There are some who try a middle way. They are those who just want to be 
left alone and shrink away from commitment; they fear what other people may 
say and are afraid to take a stand; or, they seek security in hunkering down safe 



 
 

at home. God does not allow for a middle ground and His Son Jesus clearly said 
that in a single powerful sentence in the Gospel of Matthew (12:30), “He who is 
not with Me is against Me; and he who does not gather with Me scatters.”   
 In this brief sentence Jesus challenges us to go on an adventure with Him.  
First there is the call, Jesus calls us to be with Him and to commit to a personal 
relationship with the God of the universe. Secondly, He calls us to join Him in 
calling others to the personal relationship with His Father through faith in Him. 
Jesus wanted all His followers to choose life for themselves and their children 
and wanted them to reach out to others and offer them life. 
 Choosing life was a constant theme for Jesus. In John’s gospel alone, the 
word life occurs thirty-five times and the verb to live or to have life fifteen more. 
Jesus uses the word in  regret “…you are unwilling to come to me so that you 
may have life” (5:40); then as a promise “I came that they might have life and 
have it abundantly” (10:10); and then a proclamation, “I am the way, the truth and 
the life” (14:6). In the beginning of his gospel,  John tells us that “In Him was life, 
and the life was the light of men” (1:4) and in the conclusion, John writes, “Jesus 
is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing you may have life in his name.” 
(20:31)     
 Here we are in the second decade of the 21st century during a vicious 
pandemic. Unfortunately, too many are choosing darkness over light, death over 
life. In this day, many question belief in God as an unsophisticated outmoded 
concept. The Bible has been relegated to ancient history filled with quaint, old 
ideas of little value. Yet God has remained constant and the Bible is still His 
word. What do you choose?  
 
Join me in prayer to the giver of life: 
 
 Father and giver of all good gifts, we thank you that in our human 
weakness, you did not take from us the gifts you had given. We thank you for 
your grace, for the ways in which your image in us has not all been erased. We 
thank creative minds, the desire for life, the pleasure of helping others, the joy in 
achievement, and the love of working together. And we thank you now for those 
working tirelessly, sacrificially, and hopefully to rid us of this virus, to provide for 
us in this scarcity, to connect us in this isolation, to educate us in this confusion, 
to protect us amid danger, and to be vigilant for our futures. May your Spirit 
minister through them and to them to the glory of God. Amen 


